Caught out……

We’ve visited so many restaurants, inns and eating establishments that we thought we had a pretty good sense of which places to visit and which to leave alone. Well, they say that pride comes before a fall….and so it did the other day.

We won’t name names, of course, but not too far from Levens Hall in sunny (oh yes it was) Lancashire we came upon a large and inviting hotel….and thought we’d call in for lunch. All looked really good – carefully tended exterior, good car parking facilities, semi-historic building…..and that’s when it fell apart.

We came into the bar/lounge area and found it well worn, from carpets to furniture, all had seen better days – but sometimes the food makes up for things like that. Signs gave the option of public bar/games room, cocktail bar and dining area, so all were catered for – but we still felt ill at ease.

The bar menu was ordinary and uninspired and the dining area unavailable, but we were hungry and so selected something difficult to spoil and waited for our meals to arrive…and then waited…and…Eventually they did appear (though only after the chef had gone outside for a smoke) but they appeared as uninspired and tepid as the welcome and the furnishings. 

We had passed several other places  which looked worse and must surely have been much better, so it was really our own fault…we should have continued on rather than taking the place at face value.
It just goes to show that we can still be surprised with what we find and should not assume we know it all – certainly we got caught out this time.

The inn in question had always seemed busy to us and must have a good customer base – so maybe we are getting too choosy – and perhaps the evening meals are something special….being of a charitable nature we will hope so. However, we haven’t included it in our lists, save as an example and warning to ourselves on this page and to let you know that only the good places are recommended….and that sometimes we suffer in the cause of finding good food!

