Castell DeudraethPortmeirion, Gwynedd, Wales
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Highly Recommended. 
www.portmeirion-village.com/content.php?nID=24
We had been visiting a very special place – Portmeirion, with its Italianate village, the setting of the cult TV series ‘The Prisoner’ – and so we called into the large and expensive main hotel in the resort in a hopeful attempt to secure lunch. As this was a busy, sunny Sunday we knew there was little chance of this and so it proved, but the ever helpful manager of the hotel suggested that we might try Castell Deudraeth…and even told us of a courtesy mini-bus provided to take us there……what a good idea.

Having parked in the official car park, paid our entry fee and enjoyed our visit to the village, we set off in our own vehicle instead and soon reached the recommended hotel, set higher up the hill and looking impressive in the sunlight (our picture is of our dining area, not the hotel frontage).

Parking here was simple and on entering the cool building, refurbished fully in 2001 and still with its Baronial influences abounding, we were greeted by helpful and efficient staff whose service throughout was immaculate and unobtrusive.

Moving into the Conservatory dining area we were seated at a table which provided views of both the estuary and the gardens and given time to select from the suitably interesting menu options available.

Once we had made our choices there was a short wait while the food was prepared… so we could admire the views, the décor of the room and check out the other diners – seemingly a relaxed but affluent group of people.
When our meals arrived it was instantly apparent that the chef and their brigade knew just what they were doing – the food was very tasty, well prepared and presented and with an interesting blend of flavours combining to make a very satisfactory whole.

Taking coffee in one of the lounge areas later and the exploring the gardens, we told ourselves that we had been lucky indeed to follow advice and to call here…and that we should certainly call again as soon as practicable. Of course the dining experience was not cheap…but nor was it expensive, given the quality on offer and we found the cost to be fully justified in all respects. Certainly visit Portmeirion – a fascinating place in its own right – and call in to Castell Deudraeth for a meal…you will not be disappointed.

No wonder some of the inhabitants of ‘The Village’ in the TV series never strayed far away from the place (maybe just as far as this hotel)….but we continued our journey through Snowdonia, content to have proved that series maxim…..’I am not a number; I am a free man…’ and being thus free to enjoy some of the best food on offer in the area!

