Caspians Tea Room, Hawkstone Park Follies, Hodnet, Shropshire. 
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Quality*** Value*** Staff*** Facilities*** 

 Recommended.    http://www.principal-hayley.com/venues--hotels/hawkstone-park.aspx
As we were driving southwards, down the main A49 road towards Shrewsbury, we came upon a sign which said ‘Hawkstone Park Follies’. Unsure as to whether it pointed the way to a theatre and a show (alright, we sometimes think like that) or to a more conventional location, we decided to go there and find out.

Hawkstone Park itself is both interesting and scenic, combining a good hotel with many other facilities and country pursuits, from golf to archery and other pastimes, as well as many miles of country walks and locations suitable for other adventures.
On the day of our visit we were simply exploring and therefore unprepared to take on the countryside walks and other diversions on offer, though we did note that there were lots of things which would make the area first class for a family day out.

Moving up the hill to the shop/ follies entrance we noted that the car park is at the foot of the hill and might limit access to some – however, we failed to notice (perhaps on purpose) a ‘no entry’ sign and thus drove up a narrow road and parked near the entrance building – something we think appropriate for those with walking difficulties.
Entering the shop area we decided against paying the follies entry fee and made our way through to Caspians Tea Rooms situated just to the rear. This is a modern and well set-out building which appears to be let into the rock, with a balcony open to the elements whilst the main body of the small café is indoors…but with countryside views.

Making our selections from quite a good but rather pricey menu (self service) we sat at a table near the windows and relaxed over coffee and a snack. This provided quite good value for money – but we think that a family with small children could spend lots of money here…and so we were unsurprised to note that some groups simply purchased drinks to go with their own packed meals and then went on their way outside.
This is somewhere well worth a visit – and we shall call again when suitably equipped and ready for an outdoor excursion – so if you are looking for an unusual place to visit try this for yourselves.
