Car Park Tourism – A new Trend?

We saw it again….just the other day….and were reminded of previous incidents which might be the start of a worrying trend.  To set the scene it should be said that this behaviour isn’t restricted to a particular area or part of the UK – it seems to be found everywhere.

Let’s look at it objectively. When this behaviour is spotted it’s usually good weather and the nearby scenery is often stunning….sometimes even magnificent…..but it can’t be enjoyed from the chosen location we’re referring to.

What’s it all about, then? People who visit a particularly beautiful part of the countryside and then have a picnic – in the car park. The most recent sighting was at Dovedale in Derbyshire and at least those people were on a grass base. The strangest was some time ago at Pooley Bridge on Ullswater in  the Lake District…there the campers were in the tarmac car park, with all the car exhaust fumes and moving traffic.

We really don’t see what these able-bodied people (for so they are) get out of this – change an urban landscape for a tarmac car park and you’ve still got an urban landscape.

We worked out where they would go if they came in to a lot of money, however…the dream holiday of the car park people…..they’d go and camp out on a really busy traffic island somewhere and wake up each day smelling the glorious scent of the car exhaust pipes.
And we know what radio programme they listen to most…..Traffic Island Discs……
