Cap Gris-Nez

The ‘Grey Nose Cape’ is not just the point in France which is nearest to England (only 20 miles from Dover) but an area with real historic significance.

It was here that Napoleon Bonaparte stopped in 1803 whilst making an inspection of his invasion troops, and here again that in 1805 a memorable sea battle took place just off the Cape.
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In the distance — Cap
Gris-Nez, looking out
over ‘La Manche’
towards the English
shores.

But today we cannot
pass along this route —
essential repairs to the
roads send us in
another direction.... So
thankfully the Channel
Swim just doesn’t
happen!

The coastguard tower
and lookout point
oversees this extremely
busy shipping lane —
one of the most well-
used in the world.





Remains of the fortress built long years ago by Henry VIII when the area was in English hands may be seen, and in 1940 Corvette Captain Ducuing and his men died whilst defending the semaphore as a monument relates).Of course, later the occupying German army built a blockhouse too, inside the Tudor fortress and both it and the surrounding area were liberated by the Canadian troops in September 1944.
