Canterbury – Pilgrims…but not much Progress.
‘Whan that Aprille with its showers swote, The droute of March hath pierced to the rote’…..so begins the Prologue of The Canterbury Tales, by Geoffrey Chaucer.

Well, recently we were in Canterbury too, not seeking ‘the hooly blissful martyr’ particularly but passing through we thought we’d take a look at the Cathedral.

Not as easy as it sounds. First, we needed somewhere to park in the town centre. Why there? Because the signage on the main roads left the location of the cathedral as a matter for speculation and we had glimpsed the cathedral spire on the way around the ring road so took our direction from that.

The city centre itself was busy and pedestrianised, completely necessary given the narrowness of the streets and the thronging people….but we couldn’t see the cathedral at all. Finally it became obvious why not – the shops and houses built around and the walls of the cathedral precinct prevented it.

Finding the official entrance we were confronted with a large queue of many nationalities….and a sign which gave us to understand that there would be an entrance fee, not just to the cathedral but to its grounds, £6 per individual at the time of writing.
That’s where we stood back and were rather amazed; to be asked to donate to the upkeep of a magnificent old building was no problem…..but to pay simply to look at the exterior of an ancient and holy place? Salisbury cathedral and many others simply don’t do this…and in our view nor should Canterbury.

After all, what of the local people who simply wish to sit in contemplation in those hallowed grounds? One thing we thought we knew about the Christian religion – that you didn’t have to pay to see the outside of the church and that it isn’t any longer the tithe or pay as you pray system! 

Yes, we’ve heard all the arguments in favour of the charges and appreciate them…but still feel that the principle is wrong and should be changed, money might be lost but goodwill would increase markedly. They may even find they’re closer to the views of that chap who started it all and didn’t like money-lenders at the Temple.
As may be guessed, we didn’t go in and left disappointed…pilgrims perhaps, but what price Progress?

