Camp du Drap D’Or

Travelling through the Trois Pays area to the South of Calais, we came upon a number of roadside signs and were intrigued by them – for various reasons. 

A small monument told us that this was the site of the Field of Cloth of Gold (sounds better in French), the meeting place of Emperor Francis 1st of France and King Henry VIII.
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The Field of the Cloth of
Gold, meeting place of
Henry VIl and Emperor
Francis 15t in days of
old.

Big skies and open
scenery now, but once
the site of the camps of
powerful monarchs
meeting to forge
alliances.

This is all that remains, a
monument to mark the
location of what was and
of what might have been -
things which could have
changed the face of
Europe for ever....

and typical of our times and
perhaps of some French
attitudes, nearby some adverts
for food or accommeodation...





It was easy to see how large forces might have met on these plains (peacefully, for once – they were seeking to make an alliance) under the open skies of the region.

No alliance was finally forthcoming, however, and apart from place names and adverts for accommodation and fast food little now remains of what must have been a magnificent event.

It was a little surprising that for an event which might have changed the history of Europe so little remains….and then we realised that other major events had occurred here in more recent times, during the First and Second World wars…and that they had left a far deeper mark on the world at large.
