Café at the John Rylands Library, Deansgate, Manchester
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Highly recommended.        http://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/specialcollections/information/
Visiting the John Rylands Library on one of Manchester’s main streets, Deansgate, is always a pleasurable experience. Now, however, after millions of pounds spent (and even more spent on the nearby Spinningfields development area) there is the pleasure of the new café and shop area to explore.

As can be seen from the pictures above, the main edifice of the historic building is as unchanged as ever, but a new entrance complex has been added…and despite the area of glass on show it has been very tastefully done.

Entry is now only by way of this complex and the café area still retains a very civilised atmosphere in all respects, despite the building work going on nearby.

The café has quite an extensive (and for some items rather expensive) menu, but once the choice has been made the efficient staff soon arrive with your food and drink…. and the whole place epitomises the modern face of the Library, from the food items available even to the style of cups, saucers and plates in use.
Certainly our meal was a tasty one in these quiet surroundings and we shall call again in the future.

After the meal, refreshed, we visited again the building and its exhibits….a fine blend of ancient and modern in all respects.

