Café Bowes, The Bowes Museum, Barnard Castle, County Durham
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Quality *** Value***Staff***Facilities****

Highly recommended.        01833 690606

http://www.thebowesmuseum.org.uk/visiting/cafe/
Visiting the Bowes Museum we were struck at once by the grandeur of the building and its setting -  and the size and scope of the exhibits makes it almost essential that at some point one must take a break  for a snack or a more substantial meal.

Turning right from the main entrance hall, passing the museum shop, we reached the Café Bowes, and were struck at once by the light and airy nature of the large dining area – though we soon worked out that the bars on the windows were to keep undesirables out rather than to keep the customers within.

There was quite a range of food on offer, from simple snacks to more substantial meals, all of it home made and using mostly local ingredients. We opted for a simple snack and found we were well rewarded with tasty food and a large enough pot of tea. Observing the meals going to other customers it was soon clear that a lot of care had gone into the preparation and presentation of the food and that it was being avidly consumed by all concerned. Given the value for money on offer this was no surprise, as quite substantial meals were available at relatively low cost.

In some grand houses or museums it is clear that the café is something of an afterthought, perhaps hidden away in a dark corner or with less than quality food – this is the very opposite of the case here, where a lot of care and attention has gone into the planning and development of the café. Indeed we would not be surprised to learn that the museum might be visited for the café alone – and in a building of such magnificence that says a great deal.

Go to the museum, take the day to view the exhibits thoroughly….but make sure you visit the café!
