Bunbury and the Spanish Armada…

Driving down the A49 main road between Warrington and Shrewsbury one passes the little village of Bunbury, set in very pretty countryside and seemingly the sort of place where nothing happens…nor has ever happened. How wrong can one be, in thinking that! After looking at the village centre, itself a deceptively pleasant reminder of rural England, we moved on to the local inn, the Dysart Arms and then to the church nearby….and that’s when our journey of discovery began.

Not even the village centre was as original as we had thought – during WW2 a German bomber, returning after a raid on Liverpool, jettisoned its surplus bombs and did much damage to both village and Church Row, both areas being rebuilt in  later years. Even at the time of the Civil War there were things of interest, as in 1642 some prominent local gentlemen drew up the Bunbury Agreement, which aimed to keep Cheshire neutral in that conflict – without success, with Chester and other important towns relatively nearby. However, it is in the church, St Boniface’s and in the now-restored flour mill (on its site for 700 years and still offering local flour for sale) that most interests are aroused.
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St. Boniface’s Church, a
traditional red
sandstone structure
dating from 1320. A
church has stood on
this site since Anglo-
Saxon times.

The tomb of Sir George
Beeston, who died at
the age of 102 having
served four monarchs
and as an Admiral
commanded the
Dreadnought against
the Spanish Armada at
the age of 89.

Inside, the mechanism of an
ancient clock with just one
hand, made about 1710, so
the poorer folk of the village
could know the hour —at a

time when only the rich
could afford timepieces of
their own.





An imposing building clearly showing its history, the church contains not just the tomb of Sir George Beeston (Beeston Castle, an impressive structure, now a ruin, is not far away, administered by the English Heritage organisation) a long-lived and interesting figure, but also the tomb of Sir Hugh de Calverley. Sir Hugh lived from c 1315-1394, and was regarded as a giant, being nearly 7ft tall. He spent much time fighting in wars abroad, but on his return to Cheshire founded Bunbury Collegiate church, many features of which survive to this day.

Also of interest is the one-handed clock which once adorned the church spire from about 1710 onwards, reminding the local people of the hours of their lives, when minutes were merely a luxury of the rich who could afford timepieces of more modern manufacture.
Bunbury is a quiet English backwater, then, with the obligatory cricket field (once famous…you must seek the details for yourselves), church and village pubs - - - and like many such places it is not really as it seems, being steeped in history of more than just local significance. And what about the Armada named in the title of this piece? Find out more about Sir George Beeston, who served four monarchs in his time, all with distinction and commanded the warship Dreadnought at the age of 89 !

