Breedon on the Hill - a place of worship. 

It could really only happen in a place like Britain – just about three miles from the East Midlands Airport and Donington Race track, home of the 2010 British Formula One Grand Prix we came upon the Priory Church of St Mary and St Hardulph…and more than thirteen centuries of Christian worship.
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Perched high on the
hilltop is a holy place with
a history of Christian
worship of more than 1300
years. In AD 676 an
Anglo-Saxon monastery
was established here by
King Aethelred.

The church which remains
today has undergone many
rebuildings and only a few of
the early relics remain....but
the church itself still stands
high and proud, in spite of the
quarrying work on the land
below.

Inside the church there are
any reminders of both its past
and its present use — no
longer a monastery or an
Augustinian Priory, but now
the Priory Church of St Mary
and St Hardulph.





Standing on a hill of about 120m above a generally flat landscape this is a place which really stands out for all sorts of reasons. With a population of less than a thousand and a large quarrying concern below, it might be thought to attract few visitors, but the view from the hilltop and the special nature of the church means that visitors do come.

We were drawn to it from some distance and our short visit was a very worthwhile section of time spent from a busy schedule. Perhaps when rushing about from appointment to appointment one should have a moment to appreciate the timeless nature of some of the area we find ourselves in…and come away enriched because of it.
