Brand Names

The other day I got to thinking about Brand Names, and the way these days everyone who is anyone is supposed to wear the logo of the company that made their up-market clothing etc. Of course, this applies to the top companies only and people who wish to show how well off or well connected they are remain the main perpetrators. You might wish to show off your Gucci or Armani or Nike product labels….but would you be as forthcoming with Matalan?

Then I started wondering about how this came about….and realised that it’s been going on in some ways for a very long time. Hoover, for example, became synonymous with the vacuum cleaner….but he didn’t invent it….and there are many similar examples.

Then I thought back to a rather odd example – and in this I was perhaps prompted by the hot weather spell we were going through at the time and my urgent need for an ice-cream.

It also helped that I was in the South of Wales, in one of the valleys and overheard a conversation between a mother and a young child…also wanting an ice-cream. 

‘Yes,’ said the mother, ‘go down to the Bracchi’s and get us all some ice-cream.’ Now, nothing wrong in that….except that a stranger to the area might have looked in vain for any shop in the valley with the name plate of Bracchi. How then, did the child return shortly after with the ice-cream?
The Bracchi brothers were Italian and first came to the valleys and to the Rhondda in particular, in the late nineteenth century, setting up ice-cream parlours, fish and chip shops and cafes. They proved very popular and enduring – some even to this day – and were taken to the heart of the nation.

Thus it was then, that all Italian cafes and ice-cream parlours became ‘Bracchis’ , whatever the actual name of the family who ran the business and wherever that business was to be found in the Valleys area. So going to the Bracchis is as established as a part of the language, in its own way, and certainly a part of the culture.

 And so it is to this day…there can be no doubt that some trademarks last for ever, and this might be one of them.

