Bolsover Castle, Derbyshire.

Little is known of the original Bolsover Castle, just fourteen miles away from the city of Sheffield, first raised in the twelfth century by the Peverel family.  Sir George Talbot, who bought the estate in 1553, is better known for his marriage to ‘Bess of Hardwick’, probably the most astute businesswoman of the 16th Century (she owned the Chatsworth estates at this time) and for being the ‘keeper’ of the exiled Mary, Queen of Scots for 16 years. The latter duty drained his finances and led to the purchase of the castle by Sir Charles Cavendish in 1613 – and it was he who built the famed ‘Little Castle’ in 1621 and other additions like the Riding House (where horses could be schooled in the ‘haute ecole’ style of the times), work as yet unfinished when King Charles I and his Queen arrived in 1634.
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The castle fell into a ruinous state after the Civil War, but William Cavendish had restored most of it by the time of his death in 1676.

The symbolic and erotic wall-paintings in the Little Castle, built as a celebration of the Jacobean fashion for chivalry and romance, have been conserved, and exciting discoveries have been made of original painted decoration beneath later work. The castle battlements and the Venus Garden, with its secluded love seats, have been restored, and the fountain, with 23 new statues, plays again for the first time in centuries. The riding centre stables have been developed as a new Discovery Centre and have recently been used in the filming of a television series.
How different, too, the use of modern outbuildings as the Admission area and Restaurant, a place for good food and good company.

