Biggles and the Crew Room….

As many lads now of a certain age would know, Biggles (James Bigglesworth, hero of hundreds of flying adventures over many years) was the creation of Captain W.E.Johns (really only a flying officer…but what the hell). We weren’t expecting to find him at Denham Airfield in Uxbridge and we didn’t actually meet him….but there was his restaurant, on one side of the airfield…whilst on the other was a café called the Crew Room.

The restaurant is well known and respected throughout the area and has had many famous diners and prestigious reviews which we don’t doubt are merited. However, while Biggles (also the name of the restaurant) might have met up with Colonel Raymond and the like at this location we feel that his everyday meeting place would have been at the Crew Room.
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Left over from WW2, this
Nissen Hut was our first
sight as we turned the
corner, following the sign to
the Crew Room.

The reality was much better,
a new building and a brilliant
location....and, as it said, it
was really the Crew Room in
all sorts of ways.

On the aitfield, just yards away,
many light aircraft came and
went...and some were waiting
for further use some other time.

Helicopters too, both large and
small, could be found just a short
distance away — and all were
working steadily throughout the
day.





It would be here that he would gather with his trusty lieutenants, Algy, Bertie and Ginger to discuss details of the latest events with Flight Sergeant Smyth, his equally ageless mechanic. Even Wilks or (latterly) Von Stalhein might call in to chat and would instantly feel at home.
The Crew Room is just that sort of place, with comfy chairs, good food and an appealing lack of pretension. It was here that we found pilots, student pilots and flight mechanics (none of them fictional) discussing their latest exploits and their future plans…and Biggles and Co would have done just that, seated in a quiet corner….and perhaps, in a way, they do….

