Best Western Whitworth Hall Hotel, Spennymoor, Co. Durham
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Quality*** Value**** Staff****Facilities****

Highly Recommended.           http://www.whitworthhall.co.uk/
Whitworth Hall is a Grade2 listed building set in many acres of its own grounds about six miles from Durham on the A688 at Spennymoor – but most easily found by using the hotel’s website instructions. As always, however, we did not do this but simply followed the signs from the main road to reach the hotel and its deer park.

Driving past the lakeside restaurant to the hotel itself we were able to park easily in the large car park to the side of the main building and make our way to the reception area.

Greeted by friendly and helpful staff, we were shown through to a bar/lounge area and provided with drinks and an interesting if slightly limited menu. Soon shown through to the Library dining area (there are several, including two conservatories and less formal dining rooms) we sat near a window looking out into the park and watched the deer playing in the sun (no, we didn’t order venison, but….).Throughout our stay staff service was very good and so it proved here, with unobtrusive and efficient staff on hand as required.
The meals themselves were of good quality, ample in portion size and well presented – not gourmet on this occasion but then we hadn’t expected that anyway. As we ate our meals we had the chance to look around the Library dining area and found it to be generally well decorated although a little ‘tired’ in some areas…and including a large poster advertising Agatha Christie’s work entitled ‘Death in the Library’…..an interesting if inadvertent touch of humour.

It didn’t take long for us to dispose of our meals and after paying the very reasonable cost we made our way out into the hotel grounds – much more extensive than we had thought on the way in – and to the very tame deer in the park. After hand-feeding some of these creatures we also visited the church within the hotel grounds – the location of the grave of Bobby Shafto (as in the nursery rhyme) whose monument stands in the deer park.

We would certainly recommend that you call here and enjoy what this hotel has to offer – and later visit the nearby Lakeside walled gardens, as we did.

