Battle of the Spurs

No…to begin with this has nothing whatsoever to do with football…not in any way at all. Instead it was an historic battle during the reign of Henry VIII – and the reason for its name was said to be that after a heavy defeat all that could be seen of the French knights were their spurs as they rapidly left the site of the battle.
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The Battle of the Spurs, so
called because of the haste of
the French to leave the
battlefield, took place on August
16t 1513, when an army of King
Henry VIl defeated a force led
by Marshal la Palice.

Commemorated only by this
small notice in Enguinegatte,
the open countryside was also
devastated by the 1944
invasion of the allies. leaving
nothing of the original village.
The area was often a scene of

strife between the English,
French and Spanish empires.

Looking towards
Therouanne nearby,
itself the scene of
devastation when it was
razed to the ground by
Spanish Emperor
Charles Quint in 1533





Of course history is only recorded by the winners, and the true story is that the French were indeed defeated, but that they were taken by surprise and only by departing quickly might they try to retrieve the situation later.

French pride being what it is, we weren’t surprised (although the French clearly had been) to notice little evidence of any old buildings or remains of battle. It was only when looking at a small notice at the village centre that we found one reason - the area had been razed by the Spanish only a few years after the battle and then devastated during fighting in World War II. Enguinegatte, the site in question looked like a very small, quiet place where the arrival of the local bus might be regarded as an event…..but how deceptive can such a place be when viewed through the lens of time?!!
