Bateman Arms, Shobdon, nr Leominster, Herefordshire
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Recommended.            www.batemanarms.co.uk
 The Bateman Arms is a listed building, to be found on the B4362, just off the main Hereford to Ludlow road (A4110) and about twelve miles from Hereford or ten from Leominster. Situated in magnificent countryside and with the fine Gothic edifice of Shobdon Church nearby, this is somewhere not to pass by.

Parking is easy in the large car park of the inn and the character of the eighteenth century building is evident as soon as one enters its cool interior and meets the friendly and efficient staff. The inn has been modernised to some degree but its atmosphere has been retained, with a separate dining area set aside from the traditional bar/lounge.

There was a short wait after ordering our meals from the rather limited lunch menu, but this was simply to allow the mainly local produce (this is very much an agricultural area) to be individually prepared – a sign that quality was soon to be forthcoming.

The meals were of just the right size and were certainly very tasty – even the chips were hand made and not factory produced – with flavours blending into a satisfactory whole. Nothing too adventurous, but certainly better than the usual ‘pub grub’ that one has come to expect of the usual inn and well worth the price.
The cost of the meals was higher than the usual pub food, though not by much; however we felt that we had very good value for money and that we had chosen the right place to visit.

After our meal we went on to visit nearby Berrington Hall and watched a military re-enactment group go through their paces. Certainly a good end to a splendid day in the country.

