Barnard Castle, County Durham.

A thriving market town in County Durham, not far from the imposing mass of Stainmoor, where one may easily imagine ancient battles being re-fought by Romans, Scots or Irish armies, and on the way to the industrial areas of Bishop Auckland and  beyond, Barnard Castle has many tales to tell. The imposing castle set on a hill above the River Tees was the stronghold of the Balliol family from 1125 onwards until John de Balliol, briefly King of Scotland, was deposed by Edward I. 
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Always a home of controversial figures including Richard of Gloucester, later Richard III, it last saw action against Elizabeth I in the Rising of the North, surrendering to 5000 rebels in 1569. It was partly demolished in 1630 to provide materials for Sir Henry Vane’s new castle at Raby, not far away.

Now the home of the magnificent Bowes Museum and still a busy market town, Barnard Castle once inspired visitors such as Sir Walter Scott (‘Rokeby’) and Charles Dickens (while researching ‘Nicholas Nickleby’). The Bowes Museum itself is a grand chateau-like building which houses magnificent Art collections, including paintings by Goya, Canaletto, Fragonard and Boucher and many other works of note which give it a National reputation.
This is a town well worth a visit and time spent here will be well rewarded.
