Barbon, a true Dales village…..

Travelling in the Lune valley between Kirkby Lonsdale and Sedbergh recently, we came upon the village of Barbon, set off the main A683 road and nestling in magnificent scenery. A quiet village, with stone-built houses and friendly people, its air of quiet hid some fascinating history. Once served by stagecoaches, then by the now defunct railway line which passed through the area Barbon still has the air of quiet solidity found in some villages, based on its people and its location. There is still an agricultural show and sheepdog trials in August and the Manor house allows some of its roads to be used for motoring events, so the underlying calm is rather deceptive.
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St Bartholomew’s
Church, a model of care
and local craftsmanship
and with some special
features all of its own.

The Easter Garden, where
the country folk

acknowledge from whom
their bounty really flows.

The Barbon Inn, a place
for good food and good
company, where many a
tale is told.





More true to the spirit of the village is that when a local dignitary, Lady Shuttleworth, presented the church with a new stained glass window for its West End, she was asked whether there should be a similar window in the Ease End. She replied ‘The view from this window cannot be improved by man and should stand as a frame to the glory of creation.’ Visit the church, look at that view and you will know that she was right.
Stopping for a meal at the historic inn, its tales of past histories of murders and highwaymen were matched by a local farmer whose house had recently been struck by lightning – not once, but twice! He sounded glad to have survived, though much damage was now in process of repair …..we hope he hadn’t heard a loud voice saying ‘Damn it, missed again…’

Visit this place and spend some time getting to know the local history of a small but fascinating area.

