Balinghem

It was here that a plaque commemorating the Field of Cloth of Gold was to be found – one of the few local reminders of an illustrious past. 
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Balinghem
Between Ardres and
Guines, on the site of the
Field of Cloth of Gold
sits the Mairie, and
opposite is the Place des
Anciens Combattants,
commemorating the
meeting place of Kings.

The ancient church, restored in
1704, contains many features of
interest from times gone by and
is well worth a visit in itself....

as is the church and
monument at the
edge of the town, well
cared for and clearly
respected, the mound
giving scenic views
of the area.





There is no doubt that Balinghem is a typical village in the area, however, with its Mairie (once a school) and primary school nearby. It was also interesting to see the notice placed in the window of that institution…stating that one of the staff would be absent that day and so evening classes would have to be cancelled, with thanks offered for the consideration shown by prospective class members. Such things might be displayed in English schools – but somehow this seemed much more graceful and considerate than their equivalents in Britain.

France does not claim to be a wholly Roman Catholic country and yet we encountered many churches of this type and also many roadside shrines all well kept and decorated with flowers. Coming from a country where the only decoration on war memorials seems to be a gang of inebriated teenagers this was a revelation indeed…and a sign of the real underlying French culture of the region, wracked so often by wars.

