Bae Abermaw Hotel, Panorama Rd, Barmouth, North Wales.
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Highly Recommended.   www.baeabermaw.com
Barmouth, or Abermaw to give it the correct Welsh name, is to be found where the River Mawddach which flows down from Snowdonia past Cader Idris, Dolgellau and other scenic spots, reaches the sea. Not surprising then, that on this beautiful coastline the poet Wordsworth described the estuary as ‘Sublime’.

Following the hotel signs we drove up a steep and twisting road to reach the hotel itself, then parked in an ample parking area at the side of the hotel and contemplated both the views and the building itself…and both seemed splendid and ageless.

 Entering the hotel via the terraced gardens we met the first pleasant surprise. The lounge was modern and comfortable, with staff providing excellent unobtrusive service with a personal touch which ensured a warm welcome. Clearly a lot of thought and money had gone into this place and the fact that it had been put to good use was confirmed by the numerous awards on display in the reception and dining areas.
Soon provided with drinks, we made our choice from a set lunch menu which promised both good food and excellent value for money. After a short wait – unnoticed because of the comfort of the lounge and that brilliant sea view – we were led up some stone steps into the dining area. This room had been styled to show both traditional features such as some of the old stone walls of the original building, but combined with a white-painted minimalist décor which again allowed the views to be admired – a clever design feature.

The meal itself was of the high standard which we had expected, with large helpings of well presented food, and with appropriate local produce being used – clearly no-one would go away from this restaurant hungry! Certainly this was somewhere a ‘foodie’ would find themselves at home, although a homely touch was the availability of meals modified for children and the flexibility of the chef in such matters – another plus point in what is also a family seaside hotel.

Replete (a word not always used after a meal), we returned to our vehicle and made our way sadly away from the coast and into the scenic interior, making the most of the colourful Autumnal views on offer.

A brief tour of the town showed other features of interest, the beach, the harbour, the yacht club, the small fairground amusement area and the typical seaside shops – but it was the Bae Abermaw which made the biggest impression.

Certainly take the time and trouble to visit Abermaw at any season – and as the Bae Abermaw is open throughout the year you really must call in and experience the quality on offer in all areas – such places are quite rare and should be treasured. And should you wish for just a snack etc remember that the hotel has a small downstairs café bar area where lighter meals can be provided.

Go there – even in midwinter – and you’ll see what we mean!

