Baddesley Clinton….House of Secrets

We all know of stately homes and manor houses said to contain secrets, yet few can surpass the secrets of Baddesley Clinton in Warwickshire.
Founded around 1350, the manor house became the home of the Ferres family in 1517 and thereafter a place of sanctuary for Catholic Priests during the Reformation.
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The Barn, now a restaurant

The church where the murdered priest is remembered.




Even before this date the manor had seen its share of violence however, as a previous owner, Nicholas Brome (described as ‘a high spirited man who slew his father in 1471’) had murdered a priest he had found in his parlour ‘Chockinge his wife under ye chinne’….He received both a Papal and a Royal pardon from Henry VII for this and carried out extensive work in the church as expiation.

The priest-holes at the manor were never found by inquisitors at the time, even though the person thought to have designed them, (Saint) Nicholas Owen, was caught and tortured to death in an effort to reveal them. In 1591 a conference of Jesuit priests at the manor was raided by the authorities – none were caught.

How different the use of the modern outbuildings as the Barn Restaurant, a place for good food and good company.
