Ashby-de-la-Zouch

The unusual name of Ashby de la Zouch is derived from the Breton nobleman, who inherited the estate through marriage in the 12th century. Ashby developed into a Spa town in the 19th century, it has a long wide main street, with fine Elizabethan half-timbered houses and delightful bow fronted Georgian shops.
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When the castle was built in the
C15th by the first Lord Hastings
he could not have thought that
it would end like this. A bastion
of power for many years and at
one time the place of
incarceration of Mary Queen of
Scots, it shows khow even the
strongest castle can fall into
decay when fortunes change.

Having taken the Royalist side in
the Civil War the castle finally
Sell in 1646 — and was then made
unusable... or slighted’ to use
the correct term. It has lain as a
ruin since this time, though used
as a backdrop in Sir Walter
Scott’s novel ‘Ivanhoe’.

Today many visitors seek to uncover the castle’s secrets...and an
archaeological team still works to find more of the answers.




The castle was originally a C12th fortified Manor House, founded by Alain de Parrhoet, La Zouch…and was made into a castle in 1474 by William, Lord Hastings.

Running from the basement to the kitchens is a rare underground passage – so if you wish to explore you must bring a torch….
