Are there u.f.o.s?

Well, what a question….and what would be your answer? What brought this topic to mind was a recent meal at a restaurant which had been refurbished in a very ‘modern’ way – that is to say with a lot of glass, recessed lights and modern décor.

Nothing in that…and before you think it, the meal didn’t contain super-alcoholic sauces…and I too was not ‘on the sauce’ that day. The day had been rainy, but when the skies cleared the fluffy white clouds flitted through the blue sky…and drew my attention to several bright and glowing objects, looking for all the world like UFOs. Of course, that wasn’t it at all; it was merely the reflection of the recessed lights of the restaurant reflecting at a particular angle….but for believers…

Anyway, this made me recall another time, when driving late at night over a lonely mountain road, with the lights of a major city filling the sky; I saw something I couldn’t explain. It was a large red light moving towards me…and in scale to the lights below it must have been huge!

Being me, and silly with it, I stopped the car and found a torch to take on (or signal to?) these invaders from beyond.

When I shone the torch towards the red light its strong beam revealed the truth. It was the red eye of a black cow, invisible in the night but reflecting any available light as the curious cow ambled over to see if this interloper in its territory might have any gifts of food. Now others might not have stopped and thus found far more ‘way-out’ interpretations of what happened, but this time at least, common sense prevailed.
Not long after I met a couple of famous astronomers, and one of them had found, using a radio telescope, the first recurring radio pulses…and for about half an hour wondered…..then found too many more and realised they were what was later to be known as Pulsars.  Another, well known in the SETI (search for extra-terrestrial intelligence) field put it differently. After the scientific explanation he simply said that if superior and advanced beings existed then they probably didn’t really want primitive and hostile neighbours and wouldn’t respond too well to the equivalent of a request for the long-term loan of a cup of sugar. They’d much prefer to keep safely out of the way until we grew up a little.
I asked each of them if they believed in UFOs and they each said yes…they did think there were Unidentified Flying Objects…most of which could be explained. But each one, for different reasons, said they didn’t believe in LGM……or Little Green Men.

Finally, another astronomer told me of the only time a consistent and unexplained radio-telescope signal had been received, many years ago. 
They still don’t know what it was and still can’t explain it…but it’s been 
given an appropriate name, based on what the astronomer who found it wrote in the margin of the computer print-out at the time. 
It’s called the ‘WOW’ signal…and I think that really says it all!
