Ardres – a town of surprises.

This pretty town has a much longer and more distinguished history than might appear to the casual traveller. One of the reasons for this is that the main roads through the town are sited away from the major historic features (some would say and very sensibly, too) and in passing through one gains only an impression of the bland and everyday items which might be seen anywhere.
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A meeting place for
Gauls and Romans, a
medieval market town
for Flanders and a town
of real beauty and
character, Ardres has
history galore.

The church is home to
the medieval statue of
Notre-Dame-de-Grace
and a complete
collection of stained
glass windows dating
from the 19t century.

From the flag outside
the Hotel de Ville to the
civic gardens nearby it
is truly French, with
interesting underground
fortifications remaining
from years long gone.





This is far from true, as a deeper examination reveals many things of interest both ancient and modern, from scenic lakes and cobbled streets to details of local festivals held yearly to celebrate major events which have occurred in the area….not for nothing did the town gain its motto of ‘Brave and Faithful’, given by Emperor Francis 1st in days long gone.

This is one of the places where you should spend a few hours at least and one of your first ports of call should be at the Office de Tourisme situated in an historic building in the old town centre. There we found a most helpful official who not only spoke English very well but was prepared to go out of his way to explain the history of Ardres and its place in local affairs.
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The entrance to the
underground area of the
bastions which helped
earn the town its motto,
‘Brave et Fidele’ given by
Emperor Francis 1st at the
time of the Field of Cloth of

A reminder of other historic
ties, which include the visits
of Louis XIV and the town
being the birthplace of
Dorsenne, Count of the
Empire, buried in the
Pantheon (Paris) and of
Henard, who placed the
Tricolour on the Kremlin in
1812.

Often damaged and rebuilt
after the wars which have
ravaged this region, the
church shows its scars with
honour and remembers the
dark days as well as the
bright.





We spent some time roaming the streets and found many items of interest – even the entrance to the underground fortifications of the historic bastion of the town, sadly closed during the time of our visit. 

Whether you have an interest in history, churches or simply wish to look at a very good example of a quiet French town going about its everyday business this is somewhere to spend a day which you will not regret.

During our stay we visited many places, some of which were much larger and more lauded by tourist information offices – but there were few that were more welcoming or more rewarding than Ardres.
