Ardencote Manor Hotel Country Club and Spa, Claverdon, Warwick
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Quality**** Value**** Staff****Facilities*****

Highly Recommended.            http://www.ardencote.com/
Located down a long drive and deep in the countryside, the Ardencote Manor Hotel is well worth finding – and the best directions are obtained from the appropriate section in its website. 

On the evening of our visit we were heading towards Henley in Arden (not far from Warwick) and followed the signs to the impressive complex of major hotel, spa and lodge restaurant…our eventual destination.
It was at once apparent that this was a place of real quality (the helipad was a bit of a giveaway) but it seemed very quiet….until we entered the restaurant and found it full of hotel guests who didn’t need to park their vehicles at this location. The Lodge restaurant is, as the name implies, sited near a scenic lake and facilities are available for alfresco meals etc, though at the time of our visit we opted for the restaurant itself.

Greeted by efficient and helpful staff we were soon made at home in the lounge area as efforts were made to find us a table – not easy as the place was clearly very popular indeed. It was a mark of the quality of the place that this was accomplished rapidly and that we were soon able to select our meals from a very interesting and varied menu.

The large and airy dining area had clearly been refurbished recently and the whole place had an air of casual sophistication and easy informality whilst still offering traditional standards of service.

There was a suitable short wait as our chosen meals were prepared and when they arrived they proved to be ample in portion and very tasty indeed, with an interesting mix of flavours melding into a satisfying whole. Clearly the chef and their brigade knew their business.
Such meals in such locations aren’t cheap, but we certainly felt that we had obtained good value for money and we went on our way determined to call again when in the area.

If you are seeking a special meal at a special location then this is somewhere that you should seriously consider – and that isn’t a recommendation which we give often or lightly. Try it and see!
