Alston House Hotel, Townfoot, Alston, Cumbria.
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Recommended.     www.alstonhouse.co.uk
Alston is reputed to be the highest market settlement in England, set amidst areas of outstanding natural beauty in the North Pennines at the head of the South Tyne River and about twenty miles from the nearest town. Many buildings date from the seventeenth century and the cobbled main street accentuates the character of a community originally based on local lead mining. In the winter it is often a bleak place and quite isolated, despite local main roads and a rail link…. whilst in the summer lots of tourists visit the area for walking, cycling and for the scenery.
We passed through the area on a day when it was quite busy and the market area and streets were well populated with visitors, so we chose to visit the Alston House Hotel at Townfoot, where parking was assured (in the hotel car park) and a quieter atmosphere prevailed.

The hotel itself is large and a C18th listed building which has been extensively adapted to provide contemporary décor mixed with traditional fixtures, whilst containing a café and several formal or informal dining areas. We arrived early and found an empty dining area but a very warm welcome – and from that point on nothing was too much trouble for our hosts, even to the point of preparing food which wasn’t on the menu so as to satisfy hungry travellers.
Clearly this is a large enterprise and one which as such must cater to several audiences, from local people (who started to arrive soon after us) to tourists and day-trippers (some of whom also called in later)…and from our observation is likely to do all these things well.

Our meals soon arrived and proved to be as tasty and as satisfying as we had hoped, with large helpings and good service throughout. We had not wanted gourmet dishes, rather good solid quality….and that is what we got….and at very reasonable prices.
This is clearly somewhere that is well worth a visit and which seems to tick most of the boxes – certainly we enjoyed our meals and will visit again when in the area.

Call in and let us know what you think.

