Air Shows and Car Parks….

So this was the first day that Southport had its Air Show. I left early to be sure of a good parking spot near the railway station – the Promenade parking was at £5 per car and £7 per person...lots of fuss about that, especially from local people, so something more reasonable was called for.
The car park attendants were great and helped lots, allowing parking as agreed, in an easy to access and exit area as I might be late leaving.
But they didn’t have an easy time, no, not at all or in any way. Sometimes, like others, I’ve been tempted to think that their job is quite easy….just take the cash and deal with a few idiot motorists- but I was certainly proved wrong on that one.

The reason could have been guessed by any believer in a malevolent deity; just put together the words Air Show, Visitors, Traffic and above all Weather. The weather was dreadful, truly horrid – torrential was a good descriptor for the rainfall, and it lasted for hours…so much so that I returned to sit in the car and change my sodden raincoat for a dry one I had thoughtfully brought along.

Then it happened…..the entry mechanism of this busy car park stuck. Vehicles could get out but not in and large queues were forming on the roads outside, all in this downpour. The car park staff came out time and again to try and fix it and if they had indented for scuba diving gear the company would have had to provide it….it was so bad someone started building an Ark on a hill nearby.
This went on for over two hours and I never ceased to marvel at their patience with motorists (many tried to enter via the exit lane, despite clear signage explaining the problems) and their efforts to repair the barrier mechanism. Eventually they did fix it – after the rain had stopped, of course, and things could return to normal, but no longer shall I think that their job is simple…..from now on they get the credit they deserve.
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And the Air Show first day…what about that? Nothing could fly in that weather (even the ducks were walking) so there was only the tented village and static, ground-based displays.

You could sum it up like this, I suppose: Air…yes; Show…no.
