A special church….Pugin’s Gem

Down in Staffordshire in a small town called Cheadle, lies a very special church that is well worth a visit…and indeed is often visited by architects and students of design alike.
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Cheadle, Staffordshire, hides a
special church in its back
streets. Designed by Pugin and
splendidly decorated, it's well
worth a visit.

Guarded by Talbot
Lions the doorway
shows the patronage of
the Earl of Shrewsbury.

The spire is ornate, in
keeping with the rest of the
church and reaches for the
sky.





First one must realise that parking near the church is almost impossible and then one has to make a circuit or two of the interesting one-way system of traffic control, unusual in such a small town. 

Parking is easiest in the main town centre car park where space abounds and the cost is relatively small. Then, taking a sighting on the church spire and being careful of the vehicles traversing the narrow streets, one may make one’s way to the church itself.
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Pugin’s influence is everywhere,
from the highly decorated

To the ornate altar...

To the stained glass windows.





The entrance to the church is easy and one interesting feature is that near the main door is a light switch which may be activated for the donation of £1 for each 20 minutes of light – a charge well worth paying, even on the bright day we visited. Such is the detail and artistry on display that no small detail should be missed and the extra light gives a better chance to view the craftsmanship in evidence here.
As we explored the church we encountered another visitor with a special reason for calling – a photographer, preparing high quality pictures for a new publication. We were entranced by his old-style plate camera, complete with black hood attachment…just like the historic equipment in this respect. After a very pleasant conversation he left to get his final ‘Pugin’ pictures elsewhere and we look forward to the publication of the book he was working on.
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Every inch of the

space is covered with
works of art...

And even the
ceremonial seats for
lords and clergy are in
the same style...

And all of the fine
detail work is of a
similar standard.





After taking some time admiring the church and marvelling at the imagination and skill of the builders we moved on….to a pleasant lunch at nearby Dovedale, where we could admire the workmanship of a craftsman with a somewhat larger design portfolio….
