A Run-out-of-Steam Fair?

We’d been asked to take some photographs at a Vintage Steam fair and didn’t quite know what to expect. Lots of big Traction engines and jolly men covered by a liberal coating of oil and dirt, for example, all in a large field with tents and a Carnival atmosphere. Anyway, that was like the last such event we visited.

It wasn’t the case this time, however. We arrived before 9am; careful to miss the rush and to find a proper parking spot…..we needn’t have hurried. At that time few were awake and there were no visitors. We looked around the field and saw it – one solitary traction engine.

True, there were lots of old Tractors, and some old buses, cars and motor-cycles, but at a Steam Rally?

During the course of the day things improved – to the point where there were three traction engines, displays by an organisation to conserve wild birds like owls, and all the usual stalls and craft goods you would expect…..but no more steam – unless you count a display of steam-powered machinery which took up quite a lot of space.

What there was, however, was a group of World War II re-enactors, complete with vehicles, uniforms and a large array of weaponry, getting ready to fight a mock battle the following day as part of the event. They were very friendly and helpful, keen to get their photographs taken and full of fun. The noise when they fired off some of their guns to test them would have brought a visit from George Bush!
Also very worthwhile was some time spent speaking with a group of Travellers, who had brought some horses and caravans for the display and the event…and they were the real thing, friendly if a little wary at first, understandably so…and very good fun.
In all, then, it was an unexpected sort of day. Had we paid to come and see the Steam Fair we would have been disappointed and we weren’t surprised that visitor numbers were low throughout the day. Of course it was worthwhile and anyway the proceeds went to a very deserving Charity, but without the personal contacts given by the photography job we would have stayed only a short time.

Steam Fairs should have steam, and lots of it…..
