A Bridge across the Centuries.

Swarkestone, near to Derby and the village of Melbourne, has several tales to tell…surprising, perhaps for a small and quiet place…..but such is often the way….and a bridge has been here for 800 years….
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The longest stone bridge and Causeway in England at
about one mile in length, crossing the flood plain of the
River Trent .





After all, it was here that (according to legend) a sad tale unfolds. Built in the 13th century, the causeway is reputed to be the work of two local sisters whose lovers drowned while trying to cross the flood plain at high water. The horrified sisters saw the men swept away by the river and vowed that no-one else would suffer the same fate. They spent the rest of their lives building and maintaining the causeway and bridge and so were penniless when they died.
Here too the 1745 march of Bonnie Prince Charlie reached its southernmost extent, with the Prince unaware that a further battle and advance could well have brought the victory he sought – instead all that remains is a cairn erected to mark the spot.

Quiet now, certainly, but the silence speaks volumes to those who can hear it.
